Introduction

Army Doctrine Reference Publication (ADRP) 4-0, Sustainment, is the Army’s doctrine for sustainment in
support of operations. The doctrine discussed in this manual is nested with ADRP 3-0, Unified Land
Operations, and describes the sustainment warfighting function. The endurance of Army forces is primarily
a function of their sustainment. Sustainment determines the depth and duration of Army operations. It is
essential to retaining and exploiting the initiative. Sustainment provides the support necessary to maintain
operations until mission accomplishment.

Sustainment is crucial to the success of operations. It must be planned and synchronized with the operation
at every level. It is dependent upon joint and strategic links and must be meticulously coordinated to ensure
resources are delivered to the lowest level of need. Therefore, sustainment is inherently joint. The
combatant commander (CCDR) is able to maximize the effect of combat power through joint
interdependence. The Army’s capabilities enable joint interdependence into a theater of operations. The
Army’s robust sustainment capability assists in providing crucial theater and port opening functions
enabling joint forces to conduct strategic and operational reach. Once the theater is set, Army sustainment
capabilities continue to provide the bulk of Army support to other services (ASOS), common user logistics
(CUL), and other common sustainment resources. This enables joint forces with freedom of action and
endurance. Through mission command, sustainment commanders instill confidence and disciplined
initiative in subordinate commanders which enable them to be bold in taking decisive action.

ADRP 4-0 contains four chapters:

Chapter 1 discusses the three elements of the sustainment: logistics, personnel services, and health service
support. It establishes the principles for each of the sustainment elements.

Chapter 2 discusses the doctrinal bridge between sustainment at the strategic (joint and multinational)
level and the operational level. It explains the role of the strategic base in leveraging National capabilities
to establish and support theater operations. Sustainment is inherently joint and intrinsically linked across
Services and multinational capabilities. Army forces receive support from other Services and provide
support to joint and multinational partners.

Chapter 3 describes how sustainment operations support unified land operations through decisive action.
This chapter is divided into three sections describing how sustainment operations provide the Army with
operational reach, freedom of action and endurance.

Chapter 4 describes in greater detail, the elements of sustainment and the capabilities they provide the
commander. It establishes guidance for each element and serves as a hook to subordinate sustainment
manuals that will provide the techniques and tactics of sustainment.

For the purpose of this manual, the use of the terms Sustainment Headquarters and/or Sustainment
Command refers to those organizations that by design or mission provide one or more of the elements of
sustainment (logistics, personnel services, or health service support).

Based on certain doctrinal changes, terms for which ADRP 4-0 is proponent have been added, or modified
for purposes of this manual. The glossary contains acronyms and defined terms.
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